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Grand Valley 
. 
surprises 
students with 
new books 
Jean Estebez-Figueroa, a first-grade 
teacher at Southwest Community 
Campus elementary school in Grand 
Rapids, was surprised with an entire 
library of books for her c lassroom . 
Estebez-Figueroa is one of six area 
teachers who received hundreds of 
library books as part of the College of 
Education 's Classroom Library Book 
Grant program. 
Faculty members Sheryl Vlietstra 
and Megan Freudigmann came up with 
the idea of seeking a grant as a way to 
help new teachers build their classroom 
libraries. "New teachers are excited to 
land their first job," said V lietstra . "They 
arrive with lots of energy and great 
ideas but often find there aren't any 
materials to help them teach. It can take 
new teachers several years of personal 
spending to develop a functional 
classroom library." 
The Classroom Library Book Grant 
program received a $2,500 Meemic 
Foundation for the Future of Education 
grant in February to help support the 
CAMPUS CHATTER 
development of resources for new 
teacher c lassroom libraries. The 
program is open to alumni who 
began their elementary teaching 
careers within the last three 
years and who are teaching in 
underserved districts in the greater 
Grand Rapids area. 
Students at Southwest Community Campus 
in Grand Rapids show their excitement and 
surprise at library books presented to their 
teacher through the College of Education's 
Classroom Library Book Grant program. 
photos by Mark Rheaume 
Well I'm done with my undergrad regular classes .. .! hope 
I get my perfect attendance award ... Yup I never missed a 
class at gvsu #nerd tweet 
... Posted by@B_mastb 
i;,., on April 18, 2014. 
First time bringing our hammocks 
outdoors and we are THRILLED! 
#HammockLove #GVSU 
~ Posted by @meganmariec 
~ on April 9, 2014. 
Summer' l4 
Summer ready. #GVSU 
... Posted by @lkrman 
i;,., on May 17, 2014. 
Law enforcement officials kick off the Click It or Ticket campaign at Lubbers Stadium. 
photo by Jessica Weal 
Seat belt campaign kicks 
off at Lubbers Stadium 
Law enforcement officials from Grand Valley, and Ottawa and Kent counties 
gathered on the Lubbers Stadium football field to help kick off the Click It or 
Ticket campaign . The seat belt enforcement campaign is sponsored by the 
Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning . 
The Michigan OHSP chose Lubbers Stadium as one of its kickoff sites 
because the theme of this year's campaign is "Avoid a Penalty" and features 
a referee throwing penalty flags at unbuckled and improperly belted drivers. 
Michigan's 2013 seat belt use rate was 93 percent, down from a record high 
of 97.9 percent in 2009. 
Grand Valley Police Chief Renee Freeman said the campaign is about saving 
lives. Buckling up can reduce the risk of serious injury or death by 45 percent . 
New Seidman dean on campus 
Diana Lawson , new dean of the Seidman College 
of Business, began her Grand Valley tenure July 1. 
Lawson served as dean and professor of marketing 
at the Herberg er Business School at St . Cloud State 
University in Minnesota. 
She will oversee a new major. At the July 11 
Board of Trustees meeting , trustees approved the 
entrepreneurship major, which will meet the business 
community's demand for students with more of that 
skill set. 
GVM 
ONLINE 
www.gvsu.edu 
Hear from Lawson at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
Lakers bring a little 
Grand Valley with them 
on trips 
If you represent GVSU when you 
travel , send a photo of yourself 
sporting Laker gear to gvmagazine@ 
gvsu .edu and it may be seen in a 
future publication. 
Representing GV is now online! 
Visit www.gvsu .edu/gvmagazine 
to submit photos and see more 
global Lakers. 
Pictured from top are Eric Shelton, '99, and his 
oldest daughter Jaedyn Shelton in Puerto Morelos 
Reef Mexico;John, '85,Jennifer, Meghan and 
Caitlin Fitzgerald at Blarney Castle, County Cork, 
Ireland; and Sarah Aman, who had a graphic 
design internship at Discovery Communications 
in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
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CAMPUS CHATTER 
A beautiful night in 
Allendale, Mich., where the 
GVSU women's track team 
finished 3rd at the NCAA 
Division II championships. 
#GVSU #NCAADII #Track 
9Q Posted by Lenny Padilla (@talldude34) 
~ on May 25, 2014. 
Haas in Washington 
for concussion research 
announcement 
President Thomas J. Haas was 
in Washington, D.C. , May 29 when 
the NCAA and Department of 
Defense announced a $30 million 
initiative to research concussions 
and head impact trauma. 
Haas is chair of the NCAA 
Division II Presidents' Council. 
"One of our fundamental 
fiduciary responsibilities is the 
safety of our student athletes," 
Haas said . "This effort goes to the 
core of that obligation." 
The Department of Defense 
and NCAA partnership brings 
joint resources to the research 
study that will inform educational 
outcomes for service members 
and student athletes. 
Grand Valley, under the Vice 
Provost for Health, recently 
concluded the Veterans 
Traumatic Brain Injury project, 
a partnership with Mary Free Bed 
Rehabilitation Hospital that was 
funded by two Department of 
Defense grants. 
President Thomas J. Haas stands with President 
Obama in the White House following an 
announcement by the NCAA and Department 
of Defense. 
photo by W hite House Photo Office 
Summer'14 
Jeanne Arnold 
Arnold accepts 
new position in 
Pennsylvania 
Jeanne Arnold , vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity at the university, 
is leaving after nearly seven years in 
the post. 
Arnold began building a team that 
would go on to make tremendous 
strides at Grand Valley. It was unusual 
for universities of Grand Valley's size 
to put a diversity officer on the senior 
management team, but President 
Thomas J. Haas believed that was an 
important step. 
Arnold has accepted the position of 
chief diversity officer at Gettysburg 
College, a private liberal arts college 
in Pennsylvania , in order to be closer 
to her family. 
Haas said Arnold has had a positive 
impact on the climate and the culture 
at Grand Valley. 
"Jeanne embedded the values 
of inclusion and equity into the 
university's strategic plan ," Haas said . 
"She remained focused on students, 
faculty and staff members by having 
a place for their voices to be heard . 
She connected with the community, 
and positioned us for a bright future 
because of the way she developed the 
responsibilities of her division. We wish 
her well in her new position ." 
KCON dedicates 
World War II 
nurse's uniform 
To celebrate National Nurses 
Week, the Kirkhof College of Nursing 
dedicated a World War II nurse's 
uniform May 8 in the Cook-Devos 
Center for Health Sciences. 
The Army Nurse Corps uniform 
showcases a mid-length navy cape and 
a dress blazer complete with insignia . 
It will be housed at CHS . The uniform 
was donated by the family of Virginia 
M. Gottshall , a registered nurse from 
Toledo, Ohio, who was assigned to a 
military hospital in France in 1944. 
Gottshall's family contacted Martha 
Pituch, emeritus professor of nursing 
at the University of Toledo, looking for 
a home for the uniform. Pituch said she 
immediately thought of Yvette Petti , 
KCON associate dean for graduate 
programs. Pituch served as Petti's 
nursing professor and mentor. 
Yvette Petti takes a drape off a World War II 
nurse's uniform while Martha Pituch, right, 
and Dean Cynthia Mc Curren look on. 
photo by Mark Rheaume 
University earns gold for 
sustainable practices 
Grand Valley again became the only 
university in the state and one of 61 in 
the country to receive gold status after 
completing a sustainability assessment 
developed by the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education . 
The Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment and Rating System (STARS) 
is designed to gauge the progress 
of colleges and universities toward 
sustainability in all sectors , including 
education and research, operations, 
innovation and planning , and 
administration and engagement. Grand 
Valley joins gold STARS institutions such 
as Cornell , Colorado State and Stanford . 
Of the 282 schools that currently 
hold a ranking nationwide, Grand 
Valley's average score was higher than 
the national score. The self-reporting 
www.gvsu.edu 
aashe 
The Association for the Advancement 
of Sustainability in Higher Education 
assessment included more than 900 
questions. 
This is the third time Grand Valley 
has participated in the program . The 
university received gold status in 2013 , 
up from silver status in 2011 . 
The full report can be viewed 
by searching "Grand Valley" at 
www.stars.aashe.org/ institutions. 
Read more about sustainable 
practices on page 16. 
CAMPUS NEWS 
CAMPUS CHATTER 
What a beautiful morning for 
freshman orientation :ttgvsu 
:ttlaker4alifetime :ttorn14 
~ Posted by Nick Schweitzer 
~ (@schweitzman17) on June 16, 2014. 
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Grand Valley, GRCC agreement helps students transfer 
8 
Grand Valley has expanded and 
enhanced its longtime articulation 
status with Grand Rapids Community 
College. 
President Thomas J. Haas and GRCC 
President Steven C. Ender signed a 
2+2 pre-major articulation agreement 
during a ceremony June 4 at GRCC. 
The agreement is designed to help 
GRCC students in a variety of programs 
experience a seamless transfer to 
Grand Valley. 
Grand Valley was the first university 
in Michigan to sign a 2+2 articulation 
agreement with a community college 
when Grand Valley and GRCC signed 
an agreement in exercise science. With 
the June 4 signing, faculty members 
from both institutions will work together 
formalizing a set of GRCC courses that 
students need in order to complete a 
transfer to Grand Valley. 
" This reduces cost and redundancy 
so students can get on with what 
they need to do, which is get into the 
CAMPUS CHATTER 
Whenever I hear a carillon 
tower, I'm immediately 
homesick for @GVSU. For 
4yrs I was proud to call that 
my stomping grounds. 
#Laker4ALifetime 
... Posted by Scott Bigger 
!;.ii {@ScottRBigger) on June 2, 2014. 
had some fun with sparklers 
up north this weekend! 
we love our school! #gvsu 
#gvnation #Upnorth 
~ Posted by Chelsea Michalec 
~ {@chelseamichalec) on May 26, 2014. 
Su mmer' l 4 
classroom , engage with 
faculty and achieve the goal 
of earning a degree from 
now both institutions," 
Haas said . 
Ender called the college's 
relationship to Grand Valley 
a "common law marriage." 
"We've been in it a long 
time and now it 's time to 
go to the altar," Ender said. 
"I am proud of the ways 
we have made it easier for 
our students to transfer. 
This has never been a 
competition. The goal 
has been to create clear 
pathways for students." 
President Thomas J. Haas and 
GRCC President Steven C. Ender 
sign a pre-major articulation 
agreement at Grand Rapids 
Community College June 4. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
RIP to the great Maya 
Angelou. I still remember 
when she came to 
@GVSU in 2004. She was 
truly an amazing woman. 
... Posted by Jeremy Raiford {@ 
!;.ii JeremyRaiford) on May 28, 2014. 
Successful orientation 
for my son @GVSU. 
Nice meeting other 
parents and listening 
to presentation. 
Proud of his choice. 
#laker4alifetime 
... Posted by Christopher Kuhn{@ 
!;.ii THEEoriginalCkl) on May 20, 2014 . 
I am so grateful for the 
opportunity to work 
#GVSU orientation for 
@GVSUStudentLife I love 
having the chance to assist 
future Lakers! 
... Posted by Zach Morford {@ZachMorford) 
!;.ii on May 12, 2014. v 
Chuck Furman 
CAMPUS NEWS 
WGVU pioneer dies 
Chuck Furman , one of the original employees of WGVU , died May 16. 
He was 73. 
Furman dedicated his life to Public Television and WGVU. His family was 
also heavily involved including his wife, Judy, and their sons, David and Daniel. 
After earning a master's degree in broadcast journalism at Penn State in 
1966, Furman embarked on a career that would become his true calling in 
television - the newly founded Public Broadcasting Service. His first job 
with PBS was producer/director at WBGU Channel 70 at Bowling Green 
State University. 
In 1972, a colleague told Furman he was moving to Grand Rapids to help 
start a PBS station and he wanted Furman to join him. Furman made the move 
and worked to develop the initial operation components for WGVU , becoming 
the station's first program manager. Eight years later, Furman was named 
assistant general manager in charge of community relations , a position he held 
until his retirement in 2005. 
"Chuck started his career when things like videotape and cable television 
were new and revolutionary," said Michael Walenta , WGVU general manager. 
"At the time of his retirement , he had been part of the transition to digital 
platforms and high definition . He worked with it all - something few 
broadcasters can say." 
Kelly Cares Foundation supports new scholarship 
There were few dry eyes in the house 
after former Laker football coach Brian 
Kelly and his wife , Paqui , announced 
their support for a Grand Valley 
scholarship that honors a Laker legend . 
The Kelly Cares Foundation presented 
a $50,000 check to the Hosford Family 
Scholarship, which honors Jamie 
Hosford , a 12-time Laker letterwinner 
who died in March. The foundation held 
its annual golf outing June 23 at 
Blythefield Country Club. 
Kelly, who coached the Lakers from 
1991-2003, said his family continues to 
come back to West Michigan because 
"this is where we started our journey." 
"The foundation started here and we 
wanted to come back here to help out," 
said Kelly, head coach at the University 
of Notre Dame. He said education was 
important to Hosford , a longtime 
Rockford Public Schools administrator, 
and supporting education is one of the 
Kelly Cares hallmarks. 
Dan and Tom Hosford played for Kelly 
on the first Grand Valley national 
championship team (2002). Dan 
Hosford said his family was planning a 
scholarship to honor Jamie before he 
www.gvsu.edu 
died . The Kelly Cares support means the 
scholarship can be awarded in the fall 
of 2015. 
The Hosford Family Scholarship will 
be awarded to qualified students from 
Rockford High School. 
For more about the Kelly Cares 
Foundation , visit 
www.kellycaresfoundation .org 
Gloria Hosford hugs Paqui Kelly following a 
donation from the Kelly Cares Foundation to the 
Hosford Family Scholarship fund. Brian Kelly 
is at the podium, the Hosford family is at left. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Editor's Note: Dan and Tom Hosford 
are featured twins on the cover after 
participating in a celebration of Laker 
twins; read more on page 32. 
9 
Grand Val ley Magaz ine 
FALL ARTS CELEBRATION 2014 
Enriching the Arts and Humanities in West Michigan 
Fall Arts Celebration 2014 will feature distinguished writers, poets, musicians, artists and 
scholars. With something for everyone's taste, the events focus on making sense of the 
new and unfamiliar, while being charmed by the gifts of timeless classics. All events are 
free and open to the public. 
Music 
"Pioneers of American 
Musical Theatre: Music from 
the Lost Operettas of 
John Philip Sousa'' 
SEPTEMBER 15, 7:30 P.M., 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Grand Valley 
faculty members 
and students will 
present selections 
from two operettas 
from the pen of "The 
March King" that had 
been lost to modern 
audiences: The 
Charlatan and The 
Bride Elect. 
John Philip Sousa, a composer and 
conductor of the late Romantic era , was 
known primarily for American military 
and patriotic marches. He worked as 
a theater musician and conducted the 
U.S. Marine Band before starting his 
own civilian band in 1892. Sousa toured 
with his band for 40 years , composing 
136 marches, 15 operettas, 70 songs and 
many other pieces. He wrote The Stars 
and Stripes Forever in 1896. 
"Mark your calendars for this 
fascinating glimpse into a forgotten era 
of American music ," said Danny Phipps, 
chair of Music and Dance. "Full of spirited 
march melodies and an unmistakable 
aura of optimism, this is music to be 
dusted off and treasured once again ." 
Art 
"Shared Passion: A Gift of the 
Stuart and Barbara Padnos 
Foundation Collection" 
EXHIBITION RECEPTION, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 5-7 P.M., ART GALLERY, 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
EXHIBITED AUGUST 22-0CTOBER 31 
The Barbara 
and Stuart Padnos 
Foundation gave 35 
works of art to Grand 
Valley. The pieces, 
from the home of 
Stuart and Barbara, 
were purchased 
by the couple over 
decades as they 
traveled and grew as 
collectors . The collection includes 
noted international names such as 
Marc Chagall , Joan Mir6, Raoul Dufy 
and Paul-Emile Pissarro, with American 
regionalist artists Thomas Hart Benton , 
Childe Hassam, Grandma Moses and 
Mathias Alten . 
"I'm just thrilled that we have received 
this gift," said Henry Matthews, director 
of Galleries and Collections. "As 
collectors , these works of art reflect a 
shared passion in their life journey. Stuart 
and Barbara purchased art throughout 
their marriage beginning with simple, 
humble works of art, to the increasingly 
more sophisticated . As a group, it's a 
wonderful reflection of the second half 
of the 20th century that spans their 
life together." 
Lecture 
Scott Simon, "Professional 
Journalism in a DIY Age" 
OCTOBER 6, 7 P.M., 
L.V. EBERHARD CENTER, 2ND FLOOR 
Peabody Award-
winner and host 
of NPR's Weekend 
Edition Saturday, 
Scott Simon has 
reported from every 
continent, covering 
political campaigns, 
famines, hurricanes, 
earthquakes, civil 
wars and scandals. 
Simon has reported from all 50 states 
and covered the 9/11 attack from Ground 
Zero. He joined NPR in 1977 as chief of its 
Chicago bureau. In 2002, he took leave 
of his post at Weekend Edition Saturday 
to cover the war in Afghanistan . 
"Scott Simon is the ideal person to 
help us think about journalism in an age 
in which time demands are 24/7, and 
nearly everyone has a cellphone, but not 
an editor," said Fred Antczak, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences. "With 
experience in so many parts of the world , 
across so many different kinds of events 
and topics, Simon is ideally situated to 
raise the right questions about how we 
should be thoughtful consumers of what 
calls itself 'news.' As Grand Valley has 
just revamped the broadcast/journalism 
curriculum in a more contemporary 
context, Simon will be asking timely and 
demanding questions about what we 
need from it." 
Poetry Night 
''An Evening of Poetry and 
Conversation with Mark Doty 
& Dorianne Laux" 
OCTOBER 16, 7 P.M., 
L.V. EBERHARD CENTER, 2ND FLOOR 
Mark Doty is the 
only American poet 
to have won Great 
Britain's T.S. Eliot 
Prize; he was also the 
winner of the National 
Book Award for 
Poetry in 2008 . His 
poems have appeared 
in many magazines 
including The Atlantic 
Monthly, The London 
Review of Books, and 
The New Yorker. His 
poems appear in The 
Norton Anthology 
of Contemporary 
American Poetry 
and many other 
collections . Doty is 
a professor and writer-in-residence at 
Rutgers University. 
Laux is the author of five books of 
poetry. She's the recipient of two Best 
American Poetry Prizes, a Pushcart 
Prize, two fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship. Her work has 
appeared in the Best of APR, The Norton 
Anthology of Contemporary Poetry and 
The Best of the Net. Laux teaches poetry 
in the MFA program at North Carolina 
State University. 
"Doty has published three memoirs 
and eight books of poetry. He is currently 
working on a memoir that centers on his 
poetic relationship with Walt Whitman , 
entitled What Is the Grass," said Patricia 
Clark, Writing Department chair. "Laux 
worked as a sanatorium cook, a gas 
station manager and a maid , before 
finding her true calling as a writer. Her 
poems have been translated into several 
languages, including Afrikaans and 
Brazilian Portuguese." 
Dance 
"Gallim Dance: Articulate 
Bodies, Visceral Language" 
OCTOBER 27, 7:30 P.M., 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Using a new dance language called 
GaGa, Gallim Dance, 
a New York City-
based contemporary 
dance company, 
incorporates past and 
present movement 
invention practices, 
fueled by human 
emotion. Gallim's 
mission is to play 
inside the imagination, 
to find juxtapositions of the mind and 
body that resonate in the soul. Gallim, 
founded in 2007, has been acclaimed by 
the New York Times as having dancers 
"of the highest caliber." 
"Gallim Dance is one of the world's 
most sought after contemporary dance 
companies," said Shawn T Bible, dance 
program coordinator. "Gallim Dance is 
breaking new ground in choreographic 
invention, physical realities and human 
awareness. Artistic director Andrea 
Miller is a former Julliard dance graduate 
who studied GaGa technique with the 
Batsheva Dance Company under the 
direction of Ohad Naharin . Upon her 
return from Israel , Miller embarked on 
a cutting-edge mastery of movement 
invention inspired by the compositional 
improvisation structure of GaGa 
technique. Galli m's dancers are fluid , 
quirky and phenomenal talents ." 
Holiday Celebration 
"The Many Moods of 
Christmas: Celebrating the 
Traditional Music of the 
Holidays" 
DECEMBER 8, 7:30 P.M., 
FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Falls Arts 
Celebration concludes 
with the University 
Arts Chorale and the 
Jenison High School 
Chamber Singers 
joining Department 
of Music and Dance 
faculty and guests for 
a special performance 
of Robert Shaw's The Many Moods 
of Christmas. 
Fountain Street Church was selected 
for its superb acoustics and central 
location for Grand Valley's holiday gift 
performance to the West Michigan 
community. Traditional Christmas carols 
will be sung with music from composers 
like Handel , Bizet and Bach. 
For more information on 
locations or events for Fall Arts 
Celebration, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call 
(616) 331-2185. All events are 
free and open to the public. 
Seating is limited. 

ATHLETICS 
Baton twirls Muscaro 
into bright future byMicheleCofflll 
Pardon the cliche 
but senior Moriah 
Muscaro is ready to 
pass the baton. 
Literally. 
Muscaro is a third-generation baton 
twirler who many Laker fans will 
recognize from her performances as 
the featured twirler during football or 
basketball games. Others may have 
passed by one of her regular two-hour 
practice sessions in the Recreation 
Center. A few lucky people may have 
watched her compete at national baton 
twirling events. 
The upcoming football and basketball 
seasons will be the last for Muscaro, an 
honors college student who plans to go 
to medical school , and she expects the 
year to be full of bittersweet emotions. 
"It will definitely be very emotional 
because baton has given me so 
much," said Muscaro, who is majoring 
in biomedical sciences. "I've had the 
opportunity to travel and - because 
you have to interview for judges at 
competitions - I've learned so many life 
skills and now have the confidence to 
handle medical school interviews." 
Muscaro and Laker Marching Band 
director John Martin are searching for 
another new featured twirler for 2015. 
Martin said he suspects the search will 
be tough. 
"Her performance standards have 
raised the bar for everyone, including 
myself," said Martin, assistant professor 
of music and director of athletic bands. 
"There are very few individuals in the 
country like Moriah who consistently 
perform with technical precision and 
artistic grace." 
While twirling a baton (or multiple 
batons) has been part of Muscaro's life 
since she was 5 , she said 
she's ready for someone 
else to be in the spotlight. 
"It will be hard to be 
done with baton when 
this year is over," she said. 
"I'm so glad I can keep 
teaching others to bring 
up the next person. It's 
time for the next person 
to succeed." 
Muscaro is the current 
College Miss Majorette of 
Michigan and the Great 
Lakes. She won seven 
national championships 
last summer, and defended 
those titles in July at the 
University of Notre Dame, 
site of the National Baton 
Twirling Association 
championships. 
The summer nationals 
cap an intense baton 
season. Muscaro, who 
works with six coaches 
to perfect her routines 
(including one with batons on fire) , 
travels nearly every weekend during 
the late winter and spring. 
Her mother, Rhonda Muscaro, 
introduced her to baton twirling. 
Rhonda was a baton twirler at the 
University of Mount Union in Ohio. 
Both of Muscaro's grandmothers 
were twirlers as were three aunts , 
one a featured twirler at the 
University of Cincinnati. 
Despite the family history, Muscaro 
laughed when she recalled her entry 
to the sport. "I didn't like it at first, my 
mom was giving me lessons. Then she 
recruited a bunch of my friends for group 
lessons and I tried it again ," she said. 
Rhonda now directs the Twirl-M's (for 
Moriah), a group of twirlers ages 4-20 
who are often seen at Oakland County 
parades and other community functions. 
Muscaro estimated that her mother 
and other Twirl-M's staff members have 
taught baton lessons to about 800 kids. 
Moriah Muscaro leads the color 
guard and Laker Marching Band 
into Lubbers Stadium. 
courtesy photo 
In high school Muscaro was on the 
majorette line for Walled Lake Northern. 
She auditioned for Martin on the same 
day she had to interview and complete 
an essay for a Meijer Honors College 
scholarship. 
"That was a really big Grand Valley 
day," she said. 
Muscaro said growing up in the 
sport of baton twirling has taught her 
an excellent work ethic. "School has 
always been my No. 1 priority. Since high 
school , my parents have pushed me to 
work ahead and use every moment of 
my time," she said. 
Her method works: Muscaro will carry 
a 4.0 GPA into her senior year. 
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Kaufman Interfaith Institute works 
to broaden understanding byNateHoekstra 
Two years ago, Doug Kindschi , director 
of the Sylvia and Richard Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley, was 
busy supervising and planning a year that 
would see more than 300 events take 
place all with the central aim of exploring 
commonalities and differences in the 
religions of the world . 
2012 was the institute's "Year of 
Interfaith Understanding ," the most 
ambitious grouping of interfaith events 
in the history of the organization. Grand 
Valley created the institute in 2007 
to honor Sylvia Kaufman and her 20-
plus years of dedication to promoting 
understanding among faiths in West 
Michigan . Since the conclusion of 
the Year of Interfaith Understanding , 
Kindschi has been working to establish 
long-term goals for the institute and 
establish programs that will help diversify 
the community and make a positive 
impact on the business community in 
West Michigan . 
Kindschi said understanding people 
of different faiths is today's most critical 
issue. With impacts ranging from success 
in business to promoting peace on a 
global scale , Kindschi said understanding 
the deep faith traditions of different 
groups is essential. 
"When religion combines with 
governments, armies and dictators, 
and when it's misused it can and does 
lead to real war," Kindschi said . "I'm 
convinced that if we can get people of 
different religions to understand each 
other, they might not be misused by 
despotic political leaders. If we don't, 
there may not be another century to 
have to worry about, that's how strongly 
I feel about it." 
Kindschi said the rapid-fire pace of 
the Year of Interfaith Understanding was 
fantastic , especially with community 
involvement from faith organizations, 
cultural organizations and student 
groups, but holding that many events 
for an extended period of time wasn't 
sustainable. The year's events were 
showcased on PBS's "Religion and 
Ethics Newsweekly" last year; the 
program won a Gabriel Award . 
"We are working now to move toward 
institutionalizing activities," Kindschi 
said . "We are working with faith groups, 
student organizations, the Interfaith 
Youth Corps, and businesses to give 
them all a stake in continuing the 
conversation on a regular basis." 
Kindschi said all religions share 
some basic tenets , but the interfaith 
conversations they are encouraging 
shouldn't gloss over the details of a 
person's faith traditions. Kindschi calls it 
thick dialogue instead of thin dialogue. 
"Anyone can sit down and agree on a 
few basic things between two religions ," 
Kindschi said . "We encourage people 
to bring the richness of their faith and 
beliefs to the table . We're not just 
looking for agreement, we're looking for 
understanding . The goal is to learn, not 
judge, not to convert or proselytize." 
Kindschi also said business is a key 
player in the institute's future goals. He 
said a community that's understanding of 
different religions is one that's welcoming 
to people of different cultures and from 
different countries. 
"We're working with business leaders 
to bring interfaith understanding to 
our community," Kindschi said . "One 
thing that's important to the business 
community is new business startups. 
The business community knows the 
growth of the economy will be enhanced 
by immigrants, who statistically start 
more businesses than native-born people. 
In order to be an appealing location to 
immigrants, we need to welcome various 
religions . There's a variety of religious 
perspectives, and it's important for 
businesspeople to understand other 
cultures and religions so they can meet 
the needs of new customers." 
Sylvia Kaufman said Kindschi 's 
leadership has expanded her vision of 
interfaith understanding and made the 
institute sustainable. 
"With excellent leadership, quality 
programs reaching out to diverse 
audiences, and strong administrative 
support, the Kaufman Institute will 
remain a national model for interfaith 
understanding and acceptance, and the 
West Michigan community will continue 
to become more pluralistic and religiously 
inclusive," Kaufman said. 
The ongoing work of the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute wouldn't be possible 
without the gifts from the Kaufman family 
that established the endowment that 
supports the institute today. Funding from 
the endowment helps bring in outside 
speakers to share their point of view 
and religious beliefs, and helps the staff 
work toward meeting the needs of the 
program. 
More than 50 donors have helped 
support the institute's programs and 
mission. There are two ways donors can 
support it: the Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
Program Fund, and Sylvia and Richard 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute Endowment; 
more information about giving to the 
institute is online at www.gvsu.edu/giving . 
Kindschi said he's optimistic about 
the long-term plans for the institute 
and plans to continue to lead it for the 
foreseeable future. 
"The biggest lesson I've learned is this 
is a community that takes faith seriously, 
but it 's also a community that respects 
people," Kindschi said . "Faith in this 
community isn 't a nasty 'us versus them ' 
view. The respect comes through. Even 
though people may disagree on issues of 
doctrine, most are willing to discuss and 
learn from the conversation. That makes 
our work worthwhile." 
Sylvia and Richard Kaufman (pictured 
on page 14) have worked in West 
Michigan for more than two decades 
to promote understanding among faiths. 
Doug Kindschi, far left, serves as director 
of the Kaufman Interfaith Institute, 
created in 2007. 
DO NOR IMPACT 
GIVING MATTERS 
Arno ld C. Ott and hi s w ife, Ma ri on, have influenced Grand Va lley 
since its ea rli est yea rs and w ill conti nue to impact the unive rsity 
thanks to their da ug hter, Jackie, and son- in-law, Les St iner. 
The Stiners have cont inu ed to u pho ld Arno ld and Mar io n 's strong 
be li ef in ed ucat io n, p hilanth ropy, and ass ist ing oth ers th ro ug h 
the Ott-Stiner Fellowshi p in Chemist ry and Natural Sc iences. The 
fellowshi p ass ist s stud ents fin anc iall y and prov ides m ento rin g 
fo r students in areas o f chemistr y, phys ics, b io logy, geo logy and 
astronomy. Jack ie and Les Stiner have generously offe red a m atc hi ng 
opportu nit y for g if t s m ade to the Ott-Sti ner Fellowship in Chem ist ry 
and Natural Sc iences . 
Gifts g iven to the fun d by Novem be r 1 w ill double th e impac t 
o n Grand Va lley students. A ll g ifts t o the fellowship w ill be 
m atc hed dollar fo r dollar up to the goa l of $10,000. V isit 
www.gvsu.ed u/g iv ing/ott st inerfellowshi p t o lea rn m o re. 
Laker athl eti cs ann o unces the inaug ural "Va rsity A thl et e Challenge," 
a fri end ly co mpetiti o n bet ween va rsit y t eams th at encourages alu m ni 
w ho were student-athl et es to donate to fun ds o f their c ho ice. Grand 
Va lley has more t han 3,620 student- athl et e alumni and thi s c hallenge 
p rov ides them w it h a g rea t opp o rtu nit y t o get invo lved and g ive back. 
Gifts of any am o unt w ill impac t a number of d iffe rent fund s and 
also count towa rd o ne o f 20 va rsit y t ea m s. The tea m w ith the hig hest 
number o f dono r s w ill w in $1,000 fo r their tea m . 
Tea m s w ith the hi g hest pa rti c ipat ion an d grea t est pa rti c ipa ti o n 
growth w ill w in . For m o re in for mat io n, co ntact K im Schmi dt, A lu m ni 
Re lati o ns, at (616) 331-3590 o r schm idt k,a,gvsu. ed u . 
Est ab li shed in 2006, the Mark A. and Eli zabeth C. Murray 
Sc ho larshi p helps to fin anc iall y support students w ho otherw ise 
would not have been abl e to study abroad . 
Since it s c reati o n , four to eig ht Grand Va ll ey students every yea r 
are g iven the oppo rtunity to engage in internati o nal stud y. These 
exper iences he lp students rea lize the ir potentia l and inspire them 
t o achieve great persona l and professiona l success. In add iti o n to 
the Murray fam il y, th e generos it y o f ind iv id uals, o rga nizati o ns and 
b usinesses in the West Mi chiga n comm unit y has contributed t o t he 
continuati o n o f thi s sc ho larship. Fo r more about thi s sc ho larshi p 
and o thers, v isit www.gvsu.edu/g iv ing. A ll dono rs and scho larshi p 
rec ip ients w ill be ho no red at th e annual Sc ho larship Dinner in th e fall. 
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by Leah Twilley 
Youssef Darwich has a lot of plans 
after he graduates, including going to 
graduate school and traveling abroad. But 
ultimately, this second-generation land 
lover wants to have a farm of his own . 
The natural resources management 
and biology major won the West 
Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 
Future Green Leaders Scholarship 
Competition in April. He received a 
$4,000 scholarship for demonstrating 
the most innovative and inspirational 
approach to promoting sustainability. 
Darwich, a junior from Hartland , 
came to Grand Valley with a desire to 
solve problems. He said that desire has 
increased since his first year on campus 
when he explored agriculture as a class 
writing topic . 
"I learned about the detrimental 
effects conventional agriculture has 
on the environment, and it didn't make 
sense to me that food production had 
to degrade the land ," Darwich said . "I 
explored alternatives and found many 
ways we could actually use agriculture 
as a means of ecological restoration ." 
His interests in sustainable agriculture 
led him to volunteer at Grand Valley's 
Sustainable Agriculture Project, called 
"the Farm" for short. The project, 
on Luce Street in Allendale, began 
with a group of students in 2008 and 
has expanded to include a variety of 
initiatives for faculty and staff members 
and students to learn about sustainable 
food systems and organic farming 
practices. He helps the Sustainable 
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Community Development Initiative, 
which houses the Sustainable Agriculture 
Project, with maintaining the farm and 
pursuing funding for new projects. 
While spending upwards of 35 hours 
on the farm every week in the summer, 
Darwich has gotten to know the space 
very well and has many ideas for its 
future, which he presented at the Future 
Green Leaders Scholarship Competition . 
"In my essay, I talked about expanding 
the Sustainable Ag Project by starting 
a tree nursery," 
he said . "I've 
collected 
hundreds of 
seeds on my 
own , and the 
Farm Club 
received funding 
for 200 more. 
I proposed 
planting them 
in a bed at high 
densities then 
transplanting 
them to 
"The growth of 
the farm has been 
because of the 
students all along 
and Youssef is a 
prime example of a 
student who's been 
driving interest in 
the project." 
- Ellen Schendel 
difference spots when they 
get bigger." 
Darwich wrote about growing up 
in urban Dearborn where his father 
practiced sustainable farming . His father 
immigrated from Syria when he was 18 
years old and brought with him growing 
practices that allowed Darwich to learn 
about agriculture from an early age. 
"Our backyard was a jungle. We had 
fruit trees , grape vines, cucumbers, 
tomatoes and chickens ," he said . "I've 
realized a lot of people don't have the 
privilege to interact with our fellow 
species in a diverse environment like 
I did while growing up. I understand 
those benefits and really want to enable 
others at the farm to experience that 
richness and satisfaction ." 
Ellen Schendel , professor of writing 
and associate dean of Brooks College 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, agreed with 
Darwich that the Sustainable Agriculture 
Project is a valuable place to teach and 
learn. "It's taken off," she said . "There's 
one sustainable agriculture class that is 
based completely at the farm , and there 
are three classes that meet there once 
a week. 
"The growth of the farm has been 
because of the students all along and 
Youssef is a prime example of a student 
who's been driving interest in the project." 
Darwich said his recognition would 
not be possible without the support of 
his professors and Farm Club friends . 
"I think being recognized for what 
I've done is only a testament for what 
everyone can do if they have a strong , 
supportive community surrounding 
them ," he said . 
Fulbright 
Scholar studies 
renewable 
• energy 1n 
Kenya byLeahTwil!ey 
Erik Nordman has always preferred 
coffee over tea, until recently. 
During a Fulbright scholarship through 
the U.S. Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs, Nordman, associate 
professor of biology, spent last year in 
Kenya researching potential wind energy 
opportunities for tea farms in the country. 
He also taught environmental classes 
at Kenyatta University in Nairobi, the 
country 's capital. 
"Tea is Kenya 's largest export crop 
and there are about 500,000 small , 
independent farmers who participate 
in cooperatives that process the tea ," 
Nordman said. "Kenya is the third largest 
producer of tea in the world." 
Nordman explained that before Kenya 
became an independent country in 1963, 
Kenyans were not allowed to grow tea. 
"There were and still are many tea estates 
owned by big companies like Unilever 
and Nestle, but after the country became 
independent, the industry boomed 
for small farmers. Many people began 
growing their own tea bushes and formed 
the co-ops ," he said. 
The preparation process for tea 
includes oxidizing , drying and packaging 
freshly picked leaves at factories several 
stories tall shared by independent 
farmers. Nordman said the cost of 
electricity is twice as much as it is in the 
U.S ., as there are inefficiencies and it can 
be unreliable. 
"The tea-making process is simple, 
but there is a lot of energy required to 
light a factory and run the machines and 
motors, " he said. "So, I looked at whether 
operating a factory on wind power 
would be a cost-effective solution for the 
farmers, and I discovered that it would 
save them money." 
Using a technical economic model, 
Nordman hypothetically calculated 
how much it would cost to purchase, 
transport, install and maintain a 
?SO-kilowatt, medium-sized wind turbine. 
He then compared that to the region 's 
www.gvsu.edu 
wind resource and how windy it is in 
the region. He analyzed data collected 
from the Solar and Wind Energy 
Resource Data Set, provided by the 
United Nations Environment Program , 
to determine areas where wind power 
is strong . From there, he came up with 
an estimate of how much savings there 
would be compared to grid electricity. 
"I found that in eastern areas near 
Mount Kenya the wind resource is 
sufficient enough that a wind turbine 
would save each tea factory about 
$60,000 a year," said Nordman. "The 
climate in those areas is good for 
growing tea , especially because it gets 
cool in the evening and the elevation 
is 8 ,000-9,000 feet, compared to high 
humidity in western regions." 
He said over the course of 20 years 
- the average lifespan of a wind 
turbine - a turbine could return up to 
$515,000 in some areas. "Reducing 
production costs will increase the 
farmers ' profits , which will help 
their well-being and 
RESEARCH 
an organization that oversees the country 's 
63 cooperative tea factories . "They were 
receptive to my research project because 
energy issues have been a big concern for 
them ," he said. 
He plans to present his findings with 
independent tea industries in other 
countries, such as China and India, 
which are, respectively, the first- and 
second-largest tea producing countries 
in the world. 
He is also starting to work with a 
Grand Valley student and Kenyatta faculty 
member on solar power potential in 
the same regions of Kenya and areas in 
Tanzania , another tea-producing country. 
"We're finding that in many cases, solar 
energy can save up to $200,000 a year 
in energy costs, which is really powerful," 
he said . 
Nordman wrote a blog about his 
experiences in Kenya , 
www.nordmansustainability.com/ blog. 
livelihood ," he said . Tea is observed at a 
Nordman presented 
his yearlong research 
at the International 
Development Research 
Conference near Cape 
Town , South Africa , in 
2013. He also shared 
it with the Kenya Tea 
Development Agency, 
co-operative tea 
factory in Kenya. 
Below, Erik 
Nordman and 
students majoring 
in environmental 
studies visit western 
Kenya during a 
field trip . 
courtesy photos 
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Karen Gipson 
Professor of Physics 
by Michele Coffill 
Professor of physics Karen Gipson wears several hats on campus. 
She serves as chair of the faculty governance body and faculty 
director for a living center designed for women students who are 
science, mathematics or engineering majors, in addition to her roles 
as professor and mentor to students who collaborate with her on 
research projects. Gipson also wears the hat of stroke survivor. 
GVM: Four years ago, you suffered a 
stroke. Have you fully recovered? 
KG: I wasn't expected to fully recover. 
I had lost my speak ing abi lity and 
al l movement on the right side. I 
spent two months in the hospital and 
underwent 10 months of therapy. 
My hand is back to normal, my arm 
is almost back but I do not have full 
range of motion, and I walk with a 
cane. I have some residual expressive 
ap hasia (a disorder caused by 
damage to the parts of the brain that 
control language) so the words don't 
always come as fast as I wou ld like. 
I am so gratefu l for all the 
support I had during my recovery. 
I continue to visi t stroke survivors 
who are staying at Mary Free Bed 
Rehabilitation Hospital. 
about KAREN 
Education 
• Bachelor's and master's 
degrees from University 
of North Texas 
• Doctoral degree from 
Washington State 
University 
Career Highlights 
• Joined Grand Valley's 
faculty in 1999 
• Received Student Award 
for Faculty Excellence 
in 2001 
• Received Women's 
Impact Award from 
Grand Valley's Women's 
Commission in 2008 
• Earned Outstanding 
University Service 
Award in 2014 
• Chairs the Executive 
Committee ofUniversity 
Academic Senate 
Gipson's hair resembles 
Albert Einstein's because 
of the high voltage of the 
Van de Graff generator. 
photos by Amanda Pitts 
www.gvsu .edu 
GVM: What did you learn 
about yourself during 
that process? 
KG: I learned to be very 
patient with myself. And 
meditation, which I have 
always been interested in , 
has helped me a lot. In fact , 
I employ a brief moment of 
contemplative practice at 
the beginning of each class 
period ; for example, having 
students concentrate on 
their breathing. There is a 
whole pedagogy on how 
students benefit from 
concentrative habits. 
GVM: What drew you to 
physics during college? 
KG: Actually, during my high 
school years I was interested 
in chemistry, journalism and 
psychology. I was recruited 
into physics in college 
because of a scholarship , but 
once I took modern physics , 
I realized it was a good fit. I 
enjoyed studying quantum 
theory and relativity, and 
learning to look at things 
deeply, not only at the 
surface level. 
GVM: You took a rather 
non-traditional path to 
becoming a faculty member. 
KG: Right. I worked in a 
medical lab right after my 
bachelor's degree, then I 
taught English in Japan 
for a few years. I earned 
my doctorate only two 
years before coming to 
Grand Valley. 
GVM: Why did you choose a 
university that emphasized 
teaching, rather than a large, 
research-based university? 
KG: I wanted to be at an 
institution where I was able 
to teach the full range of 
undergraduate courses 
and labs, and to collaborate 
with students on research 
projects. 
I chose Grand Valley 
because of its first-generation 
access. I wanted to give 
back. I couldn't have gone 
to college myself without 
receiving what is now 
known as the Pell grant. 
GVM: You serve as the 
faculty director for the 
WISE living center (Women 
in Science and Engineering). 
Are there new plans for 
next year? 
KG: There are 60 women 
who live there now. Next 
year, we plan to establish 
a new student organization 
for women majoring in 
science, mathematics or 
engineering who don't live 
in WISE housing. We're 
hoping to host more events 
for all women STEM majors 
to attend. 
GVM: As chair of the 
Executive Committee of 
University Academic Senate 
(faculty governance), what 
are you most proud of as 
you reflect on the past year? 
KG: We worked hard to 
improve communications 
and made progress on many 
long-term issues. 
Among other 
accomplishments, we set 
three task force groups 
in place. One to study the 
feasibility of establishing 
an Ombuds Office, another 
on setting a collegiality 
policy, and a third to explore 
a university standard 
for student assessment 
of teaching, the student 
evaluations. 
Q&A 
GVM: What is a collegiality 
policy? 
KG: While we have academic 
freedom in the classroom 
and free speech on campus, 
you don't have the freedom 
to make life uncomfortable 
for someone else. This 
policy and the task force 
to explore the Ombuds 
Office stemmed from the 
campus climate study. 
GVM: You helped establish 
the Teach-In, one busy day 
in March when more than 
1,100 people attended 
sessions dedicated to 
difficult conversations 
around power, inequality 
and privilege. 
KG: It was a very productive 
event and addressed all 
forms of social justice. I felt it 
was extremely successful and 
I hope it is offered next year. 
Credit also goes to the other 
members of the planning 
team: Wendy Burns-Ardolino, 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, 
Christine Rener and Sean 
Huddleston. 
GVM: How would you 
describe your leadership 
style? 
KG: I was also the physics 
department chair. I really 
don't see myself as a leader, 
more of a servant leader. I 
understand the importance 
of being organized and 
listening to all sides. 
I also learned as faculty 
senate chair, that you don't 
necessarily jump right away 
during a crisis. It's important 
to first take a breath. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
MICHIGAN'S OLDEST ANNUAL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL! 
Grand Valley Shakespeare 
Festival 2014 
William Shakespeare's 
Featuring performances September 26 - October 5 
For tickets call the box office at (616) 331-2300 
For information about Grand Valley State University's 
21st annual Shakespeare Festival, including 
• The Comedy of Errors, 
• the Shakespeare Festival Conference and Guest Scholar, 
• Bard to Go: Lights, Camera, Action!, 
• Greenshow performances, 
• the Renaissance Faire, 
• and more, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes/. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITX 
THEATRE 

Brown , an adjunct instructor in Grand 
Valley's Master of Public Administration 
program and former Cook Leadership 
Academy Fellow with the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, now 
runs a Grand Rapids-based organization 
called SowHope, which works on local 
projects in areas of the developing world 
where women earn less than $2 per day. 
By SowHope's estimates, there are 
more than 1.5 billion women who fit that 
criteria . In the eight years since SowHope 
was founded , Brown said that grants 
to women or women's advocates in 
developing countries have had a direct 
impact on more than 38,000 women . 
"When we would travel on mission trips 
I would see over and over again where 
women were being exploited , abused 
and undervalued ," Brown said . "I knew 
that there had to be a better way to 
change the culture of poverty for some 
of these women ." 
SowHope beginnings 
Brown , a trained photographer who 
had worked in the White House in 
the Carter administration , started her 
journey toward establishing SowHope 
in the late 1980s. She ran her own 
photography business and her husband , 
Doug , was on the front lines of the 
desktop computer boom when they 
went to Tijuana, Mexico, on several 
mission trips to build homes. She said 
the experiences were increasingly 
enlightening , and in the late 1990s 
the couple moved from Chicago to 
West Michigan when Brown accepted 
the position at Bella Vista Church in 
Rockford . 
That position took her around the 
world and showed her the plight of 
women living in abject poverty and 
treated like second-class citizens, 
lacking even basic opportunities. She 
met women for whom gathering water, 
cultivating and preparing food , and 
washing clothes was a dawn-to-dusk 
practice. Brown decided that it was time 
to use her experience to help women 
break the cycle of poverty. She looked 
for multinational organizations whose 
goal was primarily to empower and 
enable women around the world . 
She couldn't find one. 
"There were hundreds of organizations 
working to help children around the 
world , great organizations that were 
working to get rid of hunger and 
poverty for children , but none that 
focused exclusively on women and how 
to help them ," Brown said . "I realized , 
reluctantly, that I'd have to create one." 
In 2006, SowHope was born. Forty-
five funded projects later, Brown said 
she knows there is much more work 
to be done, but she's happy with the 
relationships she's made with amazing 
women around the world . 
"We're making a difference one 
project at a time. We are partnering 
with local leaders, people who are 
advocates for women , by giving them 
the resources to solve local problems 
using local solutions," Brown said . "And 
by improving the lives of women, we're 
improving entire communities." 
Brown said that targeting women in 
poverty makes sense because when 
a woman's station in life is improved , 
she immediately reaches out to help 
her children , other families and her 
community. 
"We keep getting reinforcement that 
women are the nurturers of the world ," 
Brown said . "The secondary benefits to 
their families and their communities are 
significant." 
Mentoring students 
Brown isn't limiting her efforts to 
implementing projects for women 
across the developing world . She is an 
active mentor in the Hauenstein Center's 
Cook Leadership Academy, a program 
"When you empower women, they can 
empower their children, and that's 
exactly what they do." 
Mary Dailey Brown 
Founder, SowHope 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
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that helps prepare emerging leaders to 
impact the future. 
The program is a co-curricular 
development program for 40 Grand 
Valley undergraduate and graduate 
students representing dozens of different 
areas of study. Brown said she values 
mentoring promising young people. 
"The leadership academy is full of 
exceptional students who really give 
me the motivation to keep going , keep 
pushing . It's a great program full of 
people who actively want to be leaders 
and inspire change," Brown said . "There's 
a lot of corruption in the developing 
world , and in our world , too. If you only 
talk to older people, they've all been 
through some life experiences that 
were probably negative, but when you 
get with young people, they have hope 
and they have dreams, and they still 
want to change the world . It gives you 
excitement." 
The optimism is a big reason Brown 
continues to teach. She also gets to 
create excitement among her students 
by sharing success stories of SowHope's 
impact around the world . 
"For me, the university is a place where 
you can share ideas and you still want to 
make things better and have the energy 
to do it. I like being around young people 
because they have the energy and the 
will to do whatever they want," Brown 
said . 
Brown plans to continue to mentor 
young leaders and teach at Grand Valley, 
while continuing to pursue projects that 
will help women and their families and 
communities in the developing world . 
She said she thinks that SowHope's 
model of providing funding and 
resources for people who want to solve 
a problem in their own community is 
working , and that the relationships the 
organization has built with established 
project leaders indicate further success 
for the future. Women who started off 
with small micro-loans to buy livestock or 
supplies for a shop have come back with 
larger proposals for more money that 
will allow them to use their experience to 
help other women where they live. 
"I believe helping impoverished women 
is the key to unlocking poverty," Brown 
said . "When you empower women, they 
immediately want to empower their 
children , and that's exactly what they do. 
I've made it my life's vocation to reach 
out to women, give them dignity and 
opportunities, and I see them take that 
opportunity and pass it on . I think it's 
a powerful tool." 
SowHope in Action 
Bangladesh 
Democratic 
Republic 
of the Congo 
www.gvsu .edu 
Uganda 
Rwanda 
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The late Richard 
Flanders 
established the 
archaeology 
field school and 
anthropology 
program at 
Grand Valley. 
photo courtesy of 
University Archives 
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50 years of 
archaeology 
finds traces 
of past 
by Dottie Barnes 
Tatiana Kenny, an anthropology major 
from Belding, screened thick, black 
dirt for hours, looking for tiny pieces of 
Native American artifacts. 
She, along with two dozen other 
Grand Valley classmates , spent several 
weeks in May and June participating 
in an archaeo logica l dig at a farm in 
Al lenda le. The c lass had immediate 
success, finding more than 40 pieces in 
the first few days of the dig. 
The students 
were part of an 
experience and 
program that 
dates back to the 
founding years 
of Grand Valley. 
Students have 
traveled around 
West Michigan and 
the wor ld for the 
past five decades 
uncovering traces 
of the past and 
studying the 
remains of ancient 
soc ieties. Thi s fall 
marks the 50th 
anniversary of 
archaeology at 
Grand Valley. 
Early Digs 
The late Richard "Doc" Flanders 
estab lished the archaeo logy field 
schoo l and anthropolog y program at 
Grand Valley. Flanders, a professor of 
anthropology at Grand Valley from 
1964 until his death in 1989, was known 
by co lleagues and students as an 
" Indiana Jones-type" and for being 
charismatic. 
Flanders is credited with recording 
more than 200 archaeology sites in 
West Michigan. 
" He trained a generation of 
archaeo log ists who have jobs all over 
the United States, " sa id Janet Brashier, 
professor and curator of anthropology 
at Grand Valley. " Because of him, 
Grand Va lley made a mark in the 
archaeo logy community and the 
program has a strong reputation. His 
work was extraordinary." 
Flanders began excavating what's 
known as the Blendon Landing area 
with archaeo logy students in 1965. 
Blendon Landing, located on the 
A llenda le Campus, is the historic site 
where a community of about 200 
people settled in the early 1860s. The 
town had a sawmill and a shipyard , 
where four ships were built, including 
the Lumberman. 
The Lumberman sank during a 
powerful storm near Milwaukee in 1893. 
Mark Schwartz, associate professor 
of anthropology and an underwater 
archaeologist at Grand Valley, took 
a team to visit the Lumberman's 
wreckage in July 2011 . 
The Blendon Landing sawmi ll and 
other buildings burned in 1864 and by 
1912 it was deserted . Over the years , 
Flanders and his students were able 
to uncover several artifacts from the 
In the early 1980s, archaeology 
students (above) dig for artifacts 
at Blendon Landing. In June 2014 
(below) archaeology students look 
for Native American artifacts at a 
dig near a farm in Ottawa County. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
site. Blendon Landing is just one of 
many educational projects Flanders and 
future Grand Valley faculty members 
would initiate to take advantage of the 
rich physical resources of the campus, 
accomplishing work valuable both 
academically and scientifically. 
Flanders once told the Grand Rapids 
Press: "My group is nearly unique in 
the country. Most universities with 
archaeology programs use graduate 
students. I have only undergraduates, 
but I'm extremely pleased with the way 
they have worked." 
Flanders took students to dozens of 
Elizabeth Arnold 
environmental archaeologist 
South Africa, Sudan, Israel 
Dale Borders 
historical archaeologist 
Charlton Park in Barry County 
Janet Brashier 
archaeologist 
the Midwest, Jordan 
Gwyn Madden 
bioarchaeologist 
Ukraine 
Mark Schwartz 
archaeologist, 
underwater archaeology 
Michigan, Turkey, Middle East 
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cultural anthropologist 
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cultural anthropologist 
New Zealand 
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cultural anthropologist 
France 
Michael Wroblewski 
Linguistic anthropologist 
Ecuador 
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area sites including the Norton Mounds 
site in Grand Rapids and the Spoonville 
site south of Nunica. In the early 1880s, 
Spoonville was a small village located 
along the banks of the Grand River. Both 
locations would prove to be important 
training sites for students, yielding 
numerous chipped stone tools and other 
projectile points (pointed tools, such as a 
spear, dart or arrow, or perhaps a knife). 
"These sites were rich in artifacts 
and Doc Flanders and his students 
found items dating from 50 B.C. to 
100 A.D.," said Brashier. "Doc Flanders 
established the field school tradition 
in the curriculum and in the local 
community as a public service and a 
way of engaging students." 
Modern Digs 
Archaeology was initially combined 
with the geography and sociology 
departments at Grand Valley, and was 
still combined when Brashier came 
to the university 25 years ago. She 
said the archaeology program has 
experienced the most growth during 
the past 15 years. 
"It started out with just Doc Flanders 
and a few adjuncts. Then I came 
in 1990," she said. "We have now 
expanded the staff and program to 
include environmental and historical 
archaeologists as well as cultural, 
biological and linguistic anthropologists 
\ • 
Areas in pink show . J 
where Grand Valley .,. 
archaeologists and 
anthropologists have 
traveled for field work. 
who also run summer field programs 
that give students hands-on experience 
working in the local community 
and in several countries around the 
world. Students come to Grand Valley 
specifically for the anthropology 
program." 
Brashier said participating in a field 
school is required for students, not only 
because of its educational value, but so 
students can understand the physical 
demands of the career - sometimes 
spending weeks in the cold, wind 
and mud. 
Brashier has taken students to many 
of the sites established by Flanders, but 
the Allendale farm site she visited in 
May was a first for her and her students. 
The site was first identified in the 1960s 
and has turned up numerous Native 
American artifacts. 
"It is a multi-component site, a new 
and challenging effort," she said. "Items 
found here date back 30 years to 
10,000 years." 
Kenny worked alongside Jarrod 
Trombley and Katie Richcreek, both 
recent graduates. They said despite the 
thick, clay-like dirt, students were able 
to find some Native American pieces. 
"We found fire-cracked rock , which 
is evidence of occupation," said Kenny. 
"Rock heated to that extreme doesn't 
happen naturally." 
Trombley said students also found 
Watch a video of the 2014 dig online \.. 
at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. f' ,, 
a few flakes (p ieces of stone removed 
from a core for use as a tool). 
Students were spread out over a 
wide area of the farm , sifting through 
dirt for artifacts. Rachel Schmidt and 
Emil y Bartz were stationed closer to 
the Grand River. Schmidt, a junior from 
Bay City, said she is hoping to travel 
to Eng land, Scotland or Ireland after 
graduation to work on excavation 
of anc ient Ce lti c sites . " I've been 
fascinated w ith archaeo logy since I 
was little," sa id Schmidt. " I came 
to Grand Va lley for its strong 
anthropology program." 
Bartz, a senior from Alpena , said she 
is interested in underwater archaeology. 
" I will be attending a field school in 
Traverse City and working to earn an 
underwater archaeology certificate in 
the next few months," she said. 
Pay dirt 
Grand Va ll ey field schoo ls in 
archaeo logy have produced ev idence of 
how people li ved in West Michigan for 
thousands of years before Europeans 
settled in the area . 
Some of the most important 
discoveries include documenting food-
getting strategies, ways of life and 
mortuary practices at numerous sites 
dating between 1000 B.C. and European 
contact . Art ifacts found include items 
made from stone, copper, pottery and 
bone, as we ll as food remains, storage 
pits and campfires . 
"Taken all together they are pieces 
in a puzzle - one where large pieces 
w ill always be missing; archaeo logy 
provides the key material evidence," 
sa id Brashier. 
In addi ti on , students and faculty have 
been able to form new relationships with 
the local Native American communi t y 
whose ancestors Grand Valley students 
have helped describe and identify. 
Brashier said the Native Amer icans' 
perspectives enrich the archaeolog ists 
and make the story more complex . 
As the archaeo logy field schoo l 
program has grown and the 
Anthropo logy Department has 
developed into a "destination 
department ," so have field schoo l 
opportuniti es in the other sub-
disciplines of anthropology. Locally, 
the field schools that worked with 
farmers markets in Holland and 
Grand Rapids have helped the 
markets reach out to more diverse 
c lientel e. Other international field 
experiences in New Zealand, 
England, Jordan , Ukraine and 
Turkey have helped students get 
experience on the g loba l stage. 
"As a result , Grand Va lley anthropology 
students have found a wide variety 
of jobs in government , various 
organizations, the private sector and 
academia ," said Brashier. "The program 
is successfu l and it is on the move." 
DEPLOYMENT 
ENROLLMENT 
GROWING NUMBER 
OF VETERANS 
BECOME LAKERS 
by Leah Twilley 
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W hile stationed in Afghanistan for seven 
months from 2011-2012, Keith 
Eichholz wrote reports about 
information gathered in the field 
for his Marine Corps officers 
and others in the intelligence 
community. 
Five years later, that writing 
experience influenced him to 
pursue a degree in journalism at 
Grand Valley. 
"I took that job very seriously," 
said Eichholz, a Marine Corps 
veteran. "I had to sift through 
a lot of information and decide 
what was important and present 
it in a concise, easy-to-read 
document." 
Eichholz, a native of Battle 
Creek, is one of 442 student 
veterans and service members 
who attended Grand Valley 
during the winter 2014 semester. 
That number is up from 199 
student veterans in 2009. 
Steven Lipnicki, assistant dean 
of students , said the number 
of student veterans using Post 
9/11 GI Bill benefits increases 
almost every year, both locally 
and nationally. As of September 
2013, there were nearly 22 million 
veterans in the U.S., including 
680,000 in Michigan. 
"We think this number will 
increase as more troops are 
pulled out of Afghanistan and 
a force reduction takes place," 
Lipnicki said. "This will mean 
more people in units who 
are based in Michigan will be 
TO 
coming home and pursuing career 
opportunities." 
Lipnicki said it is important to have an 
established network of support services 
and resources for student veterans 
when they make the transition to higher 
education. He helped form the Grand 
Valley Veterans Network in 2008, when 
university leaders came together to 
talk about supporting student veterans 
on campus. 
The network includes representatives 
from offices such as Admissions, 
Career Center, Dean of Students, 
Housing, Women's Center, Disability 
Support Resources, Financial Aid, and 
Counseling Center. 
"Our goal is to look at all the best 
practices and meet as many of those 
as we can to best serve our student 
veterans ," said Lipnicki. 
Simeon Switzer, former graduate 
assistant for the Veterans Network and 
an Army veteran , said it can take time 
adjusting to civilian life after serving in 
the military. 
"You come from a tight-knit community 
while serving, so often, you're looking 
for that same sense of camaraderie 
at school ," he said. "Meeting student 
veterans through the Student Veterans 
of America chapter on campus gave 
me the opportunity to develop those 
relationships and helped me integrate 
myself in a university setting. " 
KEITH EICHHOLZ 
Eichholz clearly remembers his 
parents' reaction when he told them he 
was going to join the Marine Corps. "My 
mom thought I lost my mind and my 
dad had a look of fear in his eye, but 
about 10 seconds into my explanation, it 
clicked for him and he thought it was a 
good fit ," he said. 
The cut-off age to become a Marine 
is 28; Eichholz joined when he was 27. 
"I was a nontraditional joinee, just as I'm 
a nontraditional student now," he said. 
www.gvsu.edu 
"I was having financial difficulties and 
had always been patriotic. I knew I 
wanted to be a Marine because I think 
they're the most tradition-rich and 
disciplined branch." 
After boot camp, Eichholz spent 
six months at the Defense Language 
Institute in California learning Spanish, 
which became his MOS (military 
occupational specialty), and worked for 
two months in Guatemala as a linguist 
interdicting drug traffickers. 
Eichholz said being in Afghanistan 
was the most intense time of his life. 
"Since my main job was reporting, I 
didn't go outside of the wire, but my 
best friend Schwartz was out there," 
he said. "The plane ride back home was 
"A Marine's motto is 
'honor, courage and 
commitment' and I've 
carried those values 
into my classes." 
- Keith Eichholz 
Keith Eichholz, a 
Marine veteran and 
Spanish linguist , 
is now majoring in 
journalism. On page 
28,mementos from 
the students who 
were interviewed 
show the transition 
from service 
member to 
student veteran. 
photos by 
Amanda Pitts 
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very surreal. Schwartz was to my left 
and I just remember thinking , we just 
spent six months in Afghanistan and 
there's my best bud and he's A-OK." 
After five years , Eichholz had the 
opportunity to stay in the Marine Corps, 
but knew he had to pursue his passion 
of writing. His first semester at Grand 
Valley was in the winter of 2014. 
While it can be challenging to take 
classes with students who are more 
youthful and haven't had some of the 
same experiences as he has, Eichholz 
said the Marine Corps prepared him to 
succeed at Grand Valley. 
"I was uber excited to start taking 
classes," he said. "A Marine's motto is 
'honor, courage and commitment,' and 
I've carried those values into my classes." 
This summer, he worked with the 
Office of Student Life to write stories for 
the "Do Something Guide," a magazine 
that provides first-hand experiences of 
students at Grand Valley. 
TIFFANY KIM 
Tiffany Kim always had an urge to 
serve her country. The Caledonia native 
joined the Marine Corps in 2008 and 
served as a field radio operator (FRO) 
for four years in Japan , Australia , 
Uganda, Thailand and North Carolina. 
As a FRO, she learned about the 
importance of clear communications 
and served as a technical expert in radio 
communications. 
"There are a variety of field radios, 
such as handheld, ones mounted on 
Humvees, and ones that are carried on 
backpacks. I had to understand each 
30 
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Tiffany Kim, a 
veteran of the 
Marines, served as a 
field radio operator 
for four years in five 
countries. 
photos by 
Amanda Pitts 
one and know how to communicate 
with people from different cultures and 
backgrounds," said Kim. 
The criminal justice major also spent 
six months in Djibouti, a country in 
eastern Africa, where she was a mission 
commander for two missions that had 
the objective of training 750 Djiboutian 
soldiers. 
"The soldiers were training for 
deployment to Somalia to combat the 
AI-Shabaab, a terrorist group affiliated 
with AI-Qaida. I taught them how to 
properly use radio communications 
and trained the nine female soldiers on 
tactical maneuvers," said Kim. 
Kim plans to pursue law school after 
she graduates from Grand Valley. She 
currently works for the Emergency 
Management Division of the Kent 
County Sheriff's Department. 
"I think the most important skill I 
learned in the military was how to 
communicate ," she said. "That skill has 
translated into my professional job and 
at Grand Valley." 
KEVIN YEOMANS 
As president of Grand Valley 's 
Student Veterans of America chapter, 
Kevin Yeomans encourages all student 
veterans to take advantage of the 
support services offered through Grand 
Valley 's Veterans Network, including 
resume writing and career services. 
"There are people available to show 
student veterans how to translate 
military experience into civilian skills on 
a resume, which has been so helpful for 
me," said Yeomans, an Army veteran 
and Grand Rapids native. 
Yeomans said it took some time to 
adjust to civilian life. "Being involved on 
campus, especially with the SVO helps 
other student veterans transition to an 
academic atmosphere," he said. 
A family history of serving impacted 
his decision to join the Army in 2004. 
His great-grandfather, grandfather and 
uncle served in the military. 
For five years , Yeomans was an 
infantryman with the 82nd Airborne 
Division out of Fort Bragg, a division 
located in North Carolina that 
specializes in parachute landing 
operations. "You hit the ground like a 
bag of potatoes, but I love jumping out 
of airplanes," he said. 
Yeomans spent time in Iraq and 
Louisiana, where he provided support 
after Hurricane Katrina hit. 
"In the 82nd Airborne we would 
work in cycles. The division ready force 
required that you had to be ready to go 
anywhere in the world in 24 hours. We 
had that happen with Katrina," he said. 
"We got a Green Corvette call, which 
means show up with your bags packed." 
During the first day in New Orleans, 
Yeomans assisted in rescuing a man and 
his dog . He spent a month in the area , 
helping residents, distributing supplies 
and serving as the platoon RTO (radio 
telephone operator). 
Directly after, he was deployed to 
Iraq for 15 months. He performed 
route clearances to ensure routes were 
www.gvsu.edu 
safe to travel and served on the security 
team for Provincial Reconstruction Teams, 
which are civilian-military organizations 
designed to promote social and economic 
development. 
Yeomans spent two years working 
before attending Grand Rapids Community 
College and transferring to Grand Valley, 
where he is earning bachelor 's degrees in 
finance and business economics. 
Learn more about Grand Valley 's Veterans 
Network at www.gvsu.edu/ veterans. 
"There are people 
available to 
show student 
veterans how to 
translate military 
experience into 
civilian skills 
on a resume, 
which has been so 
helpful for me." 
- Kevin Yeomans 
Kevin Yeomans, 
an Army veteran, 
served in the 82nd 
Airborne Division 
out of Fort Bragg 
and provided 
support during and 
after Hurricane 
Katrina. 
31 
Grand Valley Mag az in e 
()..y._~'( 
\)" 
A Twin fo 

r 

OFF THE PATH 
BECAUSE l'M 
H PPY .. 
A hobby 
and a way of 
life for staff 
member 
by Dottie Barnes 
"Clap along if you feel like happiness 
is the truth . Because I'm happy." 
Recognize these lyrics? They are 
from the popular song , "Happy," by 
Pharrell , from the movie soundtrack for 
"Despicable Me 2." 
When the song first flooded the 
airwaves, Linda Yuhas , director of 
Compensation and Employment 
Services in Human Resources, had 
her inbox flooded with emails about 
it. That's because Yuhas has been 
described by many as a symbol of 
happiness. 
Yuhas is known around campus, and 
elsewhere for that matter, for being 
cheery and quick to smile and laugh. 
While she said she has always been a 
positive person , Yuhas puts time and 
effort into being happy and having a 
positive demeanor and outlook. 
"People need to be happier," said 
Yuhas. "Not 'ha , ha' happy, but having 
a positive attitude, joy, gratitude and 
serenity." 
In 2013, Yuhas started the Happiness 
Club through Health and Wellness at 
Grand Valley, a quarterly lunch-hour 
meeting on campus where faculty and 
staff members can meet and network 
with others who are committed to 
improv ing their lives by injecting 
happiness into daily living . "It isn't 
meant to serve as a therapy session , 
but rather a place to go to be uplifted ," 
said Yuhas . "We bring in guest 
speakers who share their experiences 
and encourage others on how to be 
positive." 
She got the idea for the club after 
reading the book Happy for No Reason, 
by Marci Shimoff. 
"The book is about how to be 
happy from the inside, no matter 
what your circumstances are," said 
Yuhas. "The information was so good , 
I started presenting it at seminars 
and workshops at Grand Valley and 
off-campus. I wanted the theme to 
continue past a one-time workshop, 
and got the idea for the Happiness 
Club." 
Yuhas said she and her husband , 
Mike, a professor of accounting and 
taxation at Grand Valley, made some 
changes years ago to help keep a more 
positive attitude and outlook. "Words 
we say and hear impact our health. 
Research shows people who are happy 
and positive and expect the best are 
healthier, live longer and are more 
successful ," she said . 
The pair rarely watch television or 
read negative articles. Yuhas said she 
made another big change that helps 
her overall happiness. "Being very busy 
and stressed out can be looked at as a 
status symbol. I let go of that," she said . 
"I'm also a very physical person . The 
last thing I want to do is sit around and 
mope. Walking or working out helps. I 
stay very active." 
Growing up, Yuhas said some thought 
she was naive, called her Pollyanna or 
made fun of her for always looking for 
the good in people. "It's just who I am ," 
she said . "I've tried to be more serious 
to fit in , but it just doesn't feel right. 
I'm just letting myself be me. There's 
Suggested reading from the Happiness Club: 
Gateway to Happiness 
by Zelig Pliskin 
What Happy People Know 
by Dan Baker 
www.gvsu.edu 
The Feeling Good Handbook 
by David D. Burns 
How We Choose to be Happy 
by Rick Foster & Greg Hicks 
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enough negativity in the world ." 
Life doesn't come without hardship. 
Yuhas, known for making the most 
out of what comes her way, faced a 
tragedy that would play a significant 
role in deepening her faith and her 
commitment to overall happiness. Her 
son, Ryan , died in a car accident in 
1995 after his vehicle was struck by a 
drunken driver. He was 19. 
"I never thought I could live through 
something like that," she said . "When 
it happened , it was truly like the 
Footprints in the Sand poem . I felt 
God's presence very strongly, more 
than I ever dreamed. And , I also had no 
doubt that Ryan was in a better place. 
I really believe Ryan lived his purpose 
and now he's doing other things . My 
faith and attitude helped me through ." 
Yuhas finds it helpful to keep a 
gratitude journal. Every morning 
she makes a list of everything she 
is grateful for and a list of hopes 
for the day. She also looks at the 
list from the day before - the great 
things that happened , the blessings 
she experienced and the people she 
interacted with . She said the journal 
is a way of training her mind to be 
open and more aware of the wonderful 
people and circumstances in her life. 
Yuhas said her naturally positive 
attitude is a gift, a sort of inherited 
"happy gene" that her Aunt Mazo also 
had . Yuhas said her aunt never spoke 
a negative word about anyone, didn't 
complain or judge. Her Aunt Mazo lived 
to be 105 and drove, volunteered and 
played piano at a nursing home until 
she was 103. 
"Aunt Mazo was my role model ," said 
Yuhas. "She wrote an autobiography 
in her late 80s and I read it after she 
died . She finished her autobiography 
with the Optimist Creed (rules to live by 
written by Christian D. Larson). It made 
me smile because I happen to have that 
creed on my desk. 
"Aunt Mazo was always very grateful 
and I think that plays an enormous role 
in how you feel. Always looking for the 
good makes you feel good ." 
Yuhas said she often reflects on what 
her aunt said on her deathbed , as a 
reminder of how to live each day. "My 
aunt was heard saying , 'Lord , let me be 
a blessing to someone today.' Even at 
that point in time, my aunt's focus was 
on being useful to others," she said . 
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CAMPUS BELLS RING DURING 
20TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
by Mary Isca Pirkola 
When Julianne Vanden Wyngaard 
came to Grand Valley in 1965, there was 
no carillon tower on campus, not even 
a music major among the academic 
program offerings. Now there are 
two that serve as the centerpieces 
for two campuses. 
Vanden Wyngaard joined the 
university's full-time music faculty in 
1967 when Grand Valley established 
the cluster colleges, and the arts and 
performance groups grew rapidly. 
As Department of Music chair from 
1984-1996, Vanden Wyngaard refined 
the course and degree offerings and 
worked to procure accreditation from 
the National Association of Schools 
of Music. 
She also worked to procure the 
two iconic campus landmarks. With 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers , 
Vanden Wyngaard was instrumental 
in bringing the Cook Carillon Tower to 
the Allendale Campus in 1994, and the 
Beckering Family Carillon to the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus in 2000. 
"President Lubbers had a fine vision 
for the university, including the addition 
of a carillon ," said Vanden Wyngaard. 
"He asked me if I would be interested in 
learning how to play it, or if we should 
get an automated version." 
Vanden Wyngaard wanted to learn 
and invited Margo Halstead , the 
University of Michigan carillonist, to 
Allendale each month for lessons until 
the dedication in 1994. 
The Cook Carillon Tower measures 
100 feet to the top of its spire. It houses 
"The carillon has 
allowed me to bring 
beautiful music to so 
many people that I 
will be forever grateful 
to Grand Valley." 
- Julianne Vanden Wyngaard 
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a carillon consisting of 48 bronze bells 
cast in the Netherlands. They vary in 
tone, based on size and weight. The 
bells range from 7.5 inches to more 
than 51 inches, and weigh from 14 to 
nearly 3 ,000 pounds. Arranged in 
chromatic series, the bells are played 
by a carillonneur who climbs 61 steps 
to the playing cabin , located just below 
the bells and clock mechanism. The bells 
are connected by cables to a keyboard 
and pedal board that permit loud or soft 
expression through a variation of hard or 
soft strikes. 
The Beckering Family Carillon Tower 
measures 151 feet , with 112 steps to the 
playing chamber. Its 48 bells were cast 
at a foundry in France. 
"Carillon music on the page looks 
very similar to piano sheet music," said 
Vanden Wyngaard. "Music written in 
the treble clef is played with two hands, 
using loosely closed fists. Music in the 
bass clef is played with the feet." 
Vanden Wyngaard has been the 
principal performer on the Cook and 
Beckering carillons. Each summer 
from 1996-1998, she studied at the 
Netherlands Carillon School. In 2000, 
Vanden Wyngaard spent her six-month 
sabbatical learning more challenging 
music , and successfully completed 
the requirements for the diploma in 
performance, literature and arranging. 
Vanden Wyngaard also gives lessons to 
make the carillon accessible to students 
and area musicians who want to learn to 
play this extraordinary instrument. 
In 2005 , Vanden Wyngaard hosted 
more than 130 carillonists at Grand 
Valley during the annual congress of 
the Guild of Carillonneurs in North 
America. Each year since then , Grand 
Valley's annual Summer Carillon 
Series provides many opportunities 
to hear performances by some of the 
world's finest carillonneurs on both 
campuses. Other carillon concerts 
are performed during the holidays 
and special campus events, such as 
convocation , commencement and Fall 
Arts Celebration events. 
"Having the carillon in my life has 
allowed me to make a slight right turn 
part-way through my career, as 
I pursued a new instrument," said 
Vanden Wyngaard. "It has opened so 
many doors for me and allowed me to 
bring beautiful music to so many people 
that I will be forever grateful to Grand 
Valley and those in position to have 
made this happen." 
www.gvsu.edu 
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Visit www.gvsu.edu/cow 
for details on how to get a 
project started where you live. 
ALUMNI NEWS 
Julie Bulson, '99 & '07, president of the 
Alumni Association 2011-2014. 
photo by Heather Dixon 
A farewell message from your president 
Bulson, '99 & '07, will complete Alumni Association 
presidency in September 
It is with mixed emotions that I provide you with my final presidential update. 
My term will be complete in September, when I will hand over the gavel to 
Mike Tappy, '78, who will lead the Alumni Association for the next three years . 
I have been blessed to serve as the president of the Alumni Association 
since 2011 and it has been a pleasure serving on the board for a total 
of six years . We have accomplished a number of objectives during 
my tenure . 
There are a couple of very important things that I 
have learned along the way. The first is that Grand Valley 
graduates are passionate about their alma mater. As we 
continue to grow our alumni involvement throughout the 
U.S. and in many other countries, it is important to share 
the great accomplishments of our university. The second 
is that Grand Valley needs alumni support to continue 
to be one of the best higher education institutions in 
the country. 
It is my last request as Alumni Association 
president that if you have not begun to support 
Grand Valley with your time or financial support, 
please do so. Our university cannot thrive 
without our alumni . 
Thank you for your encouragement and 
support throughout these last three years . 
GO LAKERS! 
Sincerely, 
Julie Bulson, '99 & '07 OC--------- Alumni Service Award recipients Kevin, '98, and Jacqueline, 'oo & 'os, Schafer are pictured with their son, Zack. 
photos by Heather Dixon 
River Bank Run 
Laker for a Lifetime team 
shows spirit, raises money 
for students 
More than 70 alumni and 
students ran as part of the Laker 
for a Lifetime Team at the Fifth 
Third River Bank Run on May 10 in 
Grand Rapids. 
Spectators crowded the spirit 
station for a friendly competition 
against other groups along the 
course for a chance to win money 
for the Grand Valley Fund . The 
team , sponsored by Liberty Mutual 
Insurance, raised $6,006 for GVSU 
student programs and scholarships 
through their own fundraising 
pages. 
The celebration continued after 
the finish line at the post-race party 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
To learn how you can be part of the 
Laker for a Lifetime Team next year, 
contact team coordinator Abigayle 
Sloan, '07, at sloanab@gvsu.edu . 
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Top: Meggan Krause, '07, and Sharon McCone 
are pictured at the post-race party. 
Bottom: Spirit station volunteers cheer on 10K 
and 25K racers at the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
photos by JeffDykehouse 
Alumni Association 
celebrates volunteers 
A capacity crowd celebrated and 
recognized Laker graduates who gave 
their time to Grand Valley at the annual 
Volunteer Celebration and Alumni 
Service Awards on May 16 at the 
L. William Seidman Center. Kevin , '98, 
and Jacqueline, ·oo & '05, Schafer 
received the Alumni Service Award for 
their combined service of nearly four 
decades to Grand Valley and the 
Grand Rapids community. 
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Careers 
1970S 
William J . Vand erZouwen Jr., B.A ., 
1979, is the regional representative 
for Michigan Pheasants Forever. 
1980S 
James P. Meerman , B.S., 1983, was 
inducted into the Michigan High School 
Football Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame. 
Thomas E. Santa r las, B.S., 1989, is a 
deputy chief of police in Florida. 
1990s 
Kimberly A . Komdeu r, B.A ., 1990, is 
a major gift officer for the American 
Red Cross. 
Tammie A . Braina rd , B.S., 1992, is 
an assurance services manager for 
Weber O'Brien Ltd. 
Patricia J . Taylor, B.S., 1992, was named 
the 2014 Grand Valley Hospitality & 
Tourism Management Outstanding 
Alumni of the Year. 
Craig A . Meyer, B.S., 1999, is a tenure-
track professor at Texas A&M-Kingsville. 
Craig M. Rhoton , B.S., 1999, is an 
real estate agent for Keller Williams 
Northville. 
2000S 
Jenny E. Akroyd , B.A ., 2001 , was named 
Teacher of the Year by Achieve Virtual 
Education Academy in Indianapolis. 
Melissa A . DeWild , B.A ., 2002, was 
featured in the National Library Journal 
as a "mover and shaker" in the industry. 
Ann Ma r ie Klotz, B.A ., 2002, is the dean 
of campus life at the New York Institute 
of Technology. 
Joshua P. Leng , B.B.A ., 2002, 
co-founded Michigan Media Network. 
Mackenzie J . Robe rts-Lauer, B.B.A ., 
2002, is the manager of the Nissan 
rotational development program at 
Nissan North America. 
Joel A . Schipper, B.S., 2003, is a news 
anchor for News 13 in Orlando, Florida. 
Kev in L. Vanderklok, B.B.A ., 2004, is the 
executive director for Camp Geneva. 
Thomas J. Van Cleave, B.S., 2005, is the 
interim co-director of study abroad for 
Iona College. 
Adam R. Bird , B.A ., 2006, was 
nominated for the Young Entrepreneur 
Award at the 2014 EPIC Awards. 
Megan M. Eding , B.A ., 2006, is a credit 
analyst for First Interstate Bank. 
John R. Huebler, M.P.A ., 2006, is the 
assistant dean for advancement for the 
College of Architecture , Design and 
the Arts at the University of Illinois 
at Chicago. 
Robe rta F. King , M.S., 2007, published 
a memoir, He Plays a Harp. 
Kimberly N. Wolting , B.A ., 2007, is 
the design lead for Elevator Up in 
Grand Rapids. 
Karin C. Armbruster, B.A ., 2008 , is a 
reporter at the Big Rapids Pioneer. 
Heather C. Johnson, B.S., 2008, is a 
medical records and billing specialist for 
Maxim Healthcare Services. 
Timothy C. Bulson , M.S., 2009, is the 
director of community relations at 
St. Ann's Home in Grand Rapids. 
Philip J. Grumm, B.A ., 2009, is a curator 
of digital learning for The Henry Ford 
museum. 
Amy L. Sawade, B.S., 2009, M.S., 2013 , 
is the communications manager for 
Michigan State University College of 
Human Medicine in Grand Rapids. 
2010S 
Mercedes Ba rragan , B.A ., 2010, was a 
Hispanic Young Professional of the Year 
nominee. 
Mark R. Breon , M.H.A ., 2010, is the 
community relations officer for Lake 
Michigan Credit Union in Grand Rapids. 
Katie M. Chittenden , B.S., 2010, is an 
occupational therapist for Pine Rest 
Christian Mental Health Services. 
Ian C. Kirkwood , B.S., 2010, is the 
assistant general manager for 
CityFlatsHotel in Holland. 
Lau ra F. Nekola , B.B.A ., 2010, is a 
business manager for Dunn Industries. 
Jordan L. Notenbaum, B.B.A ., 2010, 
received the Young Entrepreneur Award 
for his business, Genius Phone Repair, 
at the 2014 EPIC Awards. 
ALUMNI UPDATES 
Kimberly Shine, B.A ., 2010, is a 
television reporter for WICD News 
Channel 15 in Champaign , Illinois. 
Garry J. Vonmyhr, B.B.A ., 2010, received 
the Young Entrepreneur Award for his 
business, Genius Phone Repair, at the 
2014 EPIC Awards. 
Cody M. Eding , B.S., 2011 , is an IT 
manager for Casper Star-Tribune 
Communications. 
Michael J . Goorhouse, M.P.A ., 2011 , 
is the president and CEO for the 
Community Foundation of the 
Holland/Zeeland Area. 
Heath er M. Knouse, B.S., 2011 , is a 
wellness coordinator for Porter Hills 
Retirement Communities and Services. 
Jack T. Peaphon , B.S., 2011 , was named 
the 2014 Grand Valley Hospitality 
& Tourism Management Emerging 
Alumnus of the Year. 
Zachery T. Spillner, B.S., 2011 , is a 
business development manager for the 
Addison Group in Chicago, Illinois. 
Jennife r M. Doering , B.S., 2012, is a 
therapist for Comprehensive Early 
Autism Services. 
Celebrations, 
Births, Weddings 
1990s 
Noah J. Menerey, B.S., 1998, M.S.W ., 
2001 , and wife Heather announce a son , 
Micah Samuel, born November 26, 2013. 
Micah is welcomed by siblings Josiah , 
Anna and Audrey. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
Kristine E. (Ross) Mayra, B.A ., 1999, 
M.Ed ., 2010, and husband Nick J. Mayra , 
B.S., 2003, announce a son, Holden 
Ross , born July 17, 2013. Holden is 
welcomed by sister Emily. The family 
resides in Grant. 
Rebecca K. ( Veale) Selle rs, B.S., 
1999, M.P.A ., 2001 , and husband Matt 
announce a son, Matthew Jacob James, 
born January 28, 2014. Matthew is 
welcomed by sister Emerson. The family 
resides in Royal Oak. 
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2000S 
Amy E.D. (Duerksen) Sherrard, B.B .A ., 
2000, and husband Josh announce 
a daughter, Julianne Elizabeth, born 
February 15, 2014. Julianne is welcomed 
by brother Joshua. The family resides 
in Gilbert, Arizona. 
Bonnie S. (Runnels) Makeham, B.S., 
2001 , and husband Will announce 
a son , Matthew J. , born January 25 , 
2014. Matthew is welcomed by brother 
Colby. The family resides in Minneapolis , 
Minnesota . 
Han K. (Vu) Sheffler, B.S., 2001 , M.P.A .S., 
2004, and husband Keith announce 
a son , Kyler, born December 19, 2012. 
Kyler is welcomed by brother Kaden. 
The family resides in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 
Kristen M. (Anderson) Haight, B.A ., 
2002, and husband Levi A . Haight, B.S., 
2001, announce a daughter, Makayla 
Jane, born September 20, 2013. Makayla 
is welcomed by siblings Kaitlin, Malachi 
and Ezekiel. The family resides in 
Grand Haven. 
Megan E. (Cardinal) lmmekus, 
B.B.A ., 2003, and husband Nathan 
H. lmmekus, B.S., 2004, announce a 
son, Landon Jacob, born April 3, 2014. 
Landon is welcomed by brothers Evan 
and Weston. The family resides in 
Washington Township. 
Ellen M. (Matuszak) Strom, B.S., 2004, 
M.S., 2008, and husband Jonathon 
announce a daughter, Lucy Kate, born 
February 14, 2014. Lucy is welcomed by 
sisters Avery and Ella. The family resides 
in Troy. 
Frances J. (Haarsma) Vugteveen , B.S., 
2004, and Robert Vugteveen on 
June 15, 2013. 
Krista J . (Hermann) Hillman, B.S., 2005, 
and husband Matthew R. Hillman, B.S., 
2005, announce a son, Ethan James, 
born May 4, 2014. The family resides in 
Spring Lake. 
Cecilia M. (Kolen-Varga) Riley, B.S., 
2007, and husband Steven announce 
a daughter, Emma Corinne, born 
March 26, 2014. The family resides in 
Muskegon. 
Jamie L. (Knott) Wertz, B.S., 2007, and 
Andrew Wertz on April 26 , 2014. 
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Rachael L. (Dasbach) Hummel , B.S., 
2008, and husband Jed L. Hummel , 
B.S., 2009, announce a daughter, 
Paige Linn , born March 26, 2014. 
The family resides in Comstock Park. 
Amy K. (Ruddick) McCullough, 
B.A ., 2008, and husband Jordan B. 
McCullough , B.S., 2009, announce 
a daughter, Evelyn Mae, born 
December 31 , 2013. The family 
resides in Chicago, Illinois. 
Olubunmi A . (Fadase) Parks , B.S., 
2008, M.P.A ., 2013, and husband 
Brian N. Parks , B.B.A ., 2008, 
announce a daughter, Bailey Sade', 
born March 12, 2014. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
Andrea (Lange) Craffey, B.A ., 2009, 
and husband Todd announce a son, 
Augustus Karel , born August 13, 2013. 
Augustus is welcomed by brother 
Charles. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
Laura M. (Leone) Sochacki , B.N., 2009, 
and Andy Sochacki on May 3, 2014. 
2010S 
Megan D. (Bahr) Shier, B.B.A ., 2010, and 
husband Frederick C. Shier, B.S., 2009, 
announce a daughter, Emma Josephine, 
born April 16, 2014. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
Michael J . Yarnott, B.A ., 2010, and 
Breanna Betz on March 22, 2014. 
Elizabeth A . (Fynewever) Chiaramonte, 
B.S., 2011, and husband Joseph M. 
Chiaramonte, B.S., 1997, announce 
a son, Rocco Louis, born November 14, 
2013. The family resides in Wyoming. 
Cody M. Eding , B.S., 2011, and 
Megan M. (Koeman) Eding , B.A ., 2006, 
on June 1, 2013. 
Katie M. Lee, M.Ed ., 2011 , and husband 
Timothy C. Lee, M.Ed ., 2011, announce 
daughters, Alexia Ruth and Alvia Marie, 
born March 6 , 2014. The family resides 
in Ossineke. 
Ross L. Ezinga, B.E., 2013, and 
Kaitlin M. (McDowell) Ezinga , B.S., 2011, 
on June 13, 2013. 
In Memoriam 
1960S 
Edythe M. Bolthouse, B.A ., 1968, of 
Fruitport, on March 26, 2014. 
1970S 
Mark A . Kehoe , B.A., 1974, of 
Grand Rapids, on March 7, 2014. 
James J . Hosford, B.A ., 1977, of 
Belmont, on March 4 , 2014. 
1990s 
Bernard J. Powers, M.B.A ., 1994, of 
Byron Center, on April 23, 2014. 
By including Grand Valley State 
University in your estate plans, you can 
help launch the next generation of 
leaders and build a brighter future for 
our community and our state. 
Leaving a gift to Grand Valley through 
your will, retirement plan, life 
insurance policy, or financial accounts 
is an excellent way to fulfill your 
philanthropic goals while costing you 
nothing during your lifetime. 
The Development Office at Grand 
Valley is happy to help you navigate 
the options for your planned gift. 
Please contact Kristin Linscott, 
Director of Endowed & Planned Giving 
by calling 616-331-6534 or by emailing 
her at Kristin_Linscott@gvsu.edu. 
All donors who support 
Grand Valley with a planned gift are 
recognized in the Gillett Society. 
@GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITX UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT 
WWW.GVSU.EDU/GIVING/GIFTPLANS 
@~~~ 
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CELEBRATION 2014 
& 
Enriching the Arts and Humanities 
in West Michigan 
Grand Valley's Fall Arts Celebration 
features distinguished writers, poets, 
musicians, artists, and scholars of our time. 
Please join us this fall for inspiring 
entertainment that is the hallmark of our 
signature events. 
See page IO for more information. 
Music 
"Pioneers of American Musical 
Theatre: Music from the Lost 
Operettas of John Philip Sousa" 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 730 PM. 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORMIN G ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDA LE CAMPUS 
Art 
"Shared Passion: A Gift 
of the Stuart and Barbara Padnos 
Foundation Collection" 
EX HIBITION RECEPTION 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 5-7 PM. 
ART GALLERY 
PERFORMIN G ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDA LE CAMPUS 
EX HIBITION DATES 
AUGUST 22- 0CTOBER 31 
Lecture 
Scott Simon 
"Professional Journalism in a DIY Age" 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 7 PM. 
2ND FLOOR, LV EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAM PUS 
Poetry 
NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 
PAID 
GRAND VA LLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Change Service Requested 
"An Evening of Poetry and 
Conversation with Mark Doty 
and Dorianne Laux" 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 7 PM. 
2ND FLOOR, LV EBERHARD CENTER 
ROBERT C PEW GRAND RAPIDS CAMPUS 
Dance 
"Gallim Dance: Articulate Bodies, 
Visceral Language" 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 730 PM. 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
ALLENDA LE CAMPUS 
Holiday Celebration 
"The Many Moods of Christmas: 
Celebrating the Traditional Music 
of the Holidays" 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 730 PM 
FOUNTAIN STREET CHURCH 
24 FOUNTA IN STREET NE 
GRAND RAPIDS, Ml 
Media Sponsor A GRAND VALLEY 
,a~~~EM \;//f./5TAT~~.1JY.SITY. 
